
The course (continued)
Château de Labourdonnais 

This colonial stately home, built in the middle of the nineteenth 
century (and beautifully restored), can easily match the beauty of 

Tara from ‘Gone with the Wind’ and gives to visitors an authentic 
idea of how the first families who settled on the island used to live.

CONTACT
ddcparis@orange.fr 

Yves Denis  - Tél. :  +0033 642100100

Maradiva Villas 
Resort & SPA 5* luxe

A member of leading hotels of the world, Maradiva 
villas resort & Spa is a haven of peace set amidst 
a lush 27- hectare landscape on the outskirts of a 
750-metre white-sand beach – the longest private 
beach of the island.

All 65 villas, of colonial architecture, all have a  
private swimming pool with outdoor seating and an 
open living room. A personalized butler service 24 
hours a day takes care of all the wishes of our guests.

The main swimming pool area offers a breathtaking 
view of the Bay of Tamarin and the majestic Le 
Morne mountain.

With a multi-award winning holistic Ayurvedic 
Spa, many restaurants and bars, a fitness centre and 
all land and water sports facilities, the Resort is a 
world-class 5* de luxe property that adds to interna-
tional standards and personalized service the unique 
conviviality of an establishment run by a truly  
Mauritian family.

MARADIVA VILLAS RESORT & SPA
Wolmar, Flic en Flac - Ile Maurice

www.maradiva.com

Le Morne Brabant 
Known to be one of the iconic mountains of Mauritius, Le Morne only 
rises to 555 meters but its almost vertical walls overlook the white sand 
beaches and the turquoise lagoons of the Indian Ocean in a spectacular 
way. Classified as a UNESCO World Heritage site, it was the sanctuary 
for the fleeing slaves (the ‘marrons’ as they were then referred to, who 
found refuge in its caves, a peculiarity that earned the mountain the 
peculiar nickname «Republic of the chestnuts»). 
A legend which cannot be proven says that when those ‘marrons’ 
were cornered at the top by their masters, some preferred to commit 
suicide rather than to surrender. It is believed that this happened 
at the beginning of the nineteenth century, before the abolition of 
slavery (1835), which is today commemorated by a public holiday 
on the 01st February.



FROM 27 NOVEMBER TO 1ST DECEMBER 2019

AN UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE
FOR THE VERY FIRST TIME, MAURITIUS RECEIVES THE CLASSICS



Beyond its tropical flora, its agreeable climate and 
the exemplary nature of its cultural and religious 
interweaving, Mauritius has welcomed the 21st 
century without forgetting its past, allowing visitors 
to immerse themselves in historical settings dating 
from the eighteenth century. From ‘Paul et  
Virginie’ by Bernardin de St Pierre to the recent 
‘Genie et Paul’ by Natasha Soobramanian, not to 
forget the famous ‘Bal du Dodo’ by Genevieve 
Dormann or Jean-Marie Le Clézio’s ‘Le Chercheur 
d’or’, the island has inspired numerous local and 
international authors who bring the readers back in 
time. Our rally will give you the chance to be part 
and parcel of those famous novels, or at least give 
you the feeling of being one of its protagonists.

In order to allow all participants to discover the  
island, visiting places of historical significance as 
well as meeting the locals are the two key  
fundamental elements present in our entire  
programme. As such, the number of participants 
has been limited to twenty, and registrations will be 
confirmed or declined according to the registration 
date.

Postcard 
Mauritius

THE PROGRAM
Tuesday, November 26th 2019
Take off at Roissy CDG on the Airbus A350 of Air Mauritius in business 
class, with access to the business lounge and priority boarding. Persona-
lized welcome, aperitif, dinner and overnight on board.

Wednesday, November 27th  2019
Arrival in Mauritius, personalized welcome and transfer to the hotel 
Maradiva villas Resort and Spa.    
Free day.
Aperitif, MCT reception and dinner.

Thursday, November 28th 2019
Northern Circuit
Breakfast and handing out of the programme before departure for the 
first day. 
Lunch break at the Château de LaBourdonnais.
Aperitif/cocktail followed by dinner.

Friday, November 29th 2019
Breakfast
Departure for the second day of the rally, with a lunch break at La Rhu-
merie, Chamarel.
Aperitif followed by dinner and awards ceremony.

Saturday, November 30th 2019
Picnic in Yemen
Gala dinner

Sunday, December 1st, 2019
Departure from Mauritius

Extended stay option
Participants wishing to extend their stay at Maradiva villas Resorts & 
Spa are kindly requested to let us know during their registration (special 
conditions Mauritius classic tour should be mentioned).

AN UNFORGETTABLE RALLY 
TO DISCOVER MAURITIUS
We are delighted to invite you to discover (or rediscover) our beautiful island by taking part in 
the classic car rally tour of Mauritius.
During two days, participants will discover the jewel of the Indian Ocean, its history, the 
natural kindness of its population, and of course its breathtaking sites – white sandy beaches, 
turquoise lagoons, impressive mountain ranges… with a vintage touch.
This unique experience is open to vintage cars aficionados, and one can live the memory of 
a bygone era when gentlemen drivers used to rally in former British colonies, and this in an 
enchanting setting.
From North to South, the rally will make one discover the sublime landscapes and beaches of 
the island, as well as its lakes, traditional villages and other landmarks that blends the past era 
with present times.



The course

The Chamarel Waterfall 
This waterfall of 100 meters in height is one of the most famous 
sights of Mauritius. It is at its most important flow between De-
cember and April, and is a neighbour to the Seven Coloured Ear-
th which is a geological curiosity unique to the world due to the 
mineral oxides of volcanic ash and which (as its name suggests) is 
composed of seven variations of colours ranging from ochre to violet 
to Brown. The most surprising is that when this soil is mixed, the 
colors always end up separating (a unique phenomenon)!

Cap Malheureux 
Behind its postcard look, the place is of great historical importance. 
This is the place where the British landed in 1810 to take over the island. 
It owes its name to the many shipwrecks that took place on its coastline. 
Its red-roofed Catholic Church built in front of the Bay is one of the 
most picturesque sites in Mauritius and very famous for weddings.

Curepipe 
Located on the heights of the central plateau of Mauritius, Cure-

pipe enjoys mild temperatures during the summer season, which is 
why locals refer to the latter THE European town in the country. 

Founded in 1867, it derives its name from the main activity of the 
Napoleonic soldiers who paused on the plateau when they connec-

ted Port Louis to Grand port, smoking the pipe and curating it 
before resuming their walk. The Mauritius classic tour allows you to 
discover Trou-aux-Cerfs, a volcanic crater of 605 meters high which 

is believed to have been the key to the creation of the island.

The Black River Gorges National Park 
Located in the southwest part of the island, this unique national park 

gives a good understanding of how the island looked like when the 
first settlers arrived from Europe in the eighteenth century. Its dense 

forests have given way over time to sugarcane fields and urbanization, 
but one can easily imagine how the island looked like two centu-

ries back. One can even see the ‘paille en queue’ frequently in those 
Gorges, a bird which symbolises the logo of our national airline.

The Pamplemousses Botanical Garden 
It is the oldest Botanical Garden in the world. Created in 1770 in 
order to enrich the local flora of the island, it spreads over 37 hec-
tares and is the home to the famous water lilies pond, a plant that 

can reach three meters in diameter.

The Hindu temple of Grand Bassin 
It is one of the most important religious sites of Mauritius, of which 
about 60% of the population is of Indian origin. Located in an an-
cient volcano crater, it is dedicated to the God Shiva, represented by 
a 30 meters high statue. The pilgrims see the water of this natural 
lake as equivalent to that of the Ganges, and practise their religion in 
a series of temples built along the shores. In early March, hundreds 
of thousands of pilgrims converge, going on foot across the island in 
a joyful and colourful procession.


